




o^ 





'6 



\ 

jf >> 

* | *rt 

\ 
jj 



j*"t 

,x '0 



fc-s 
















QJ 




( g 




f 



, I 



,-, T' "> 

. . , 3 




^wooS; 














.->> 




SSoo 



. *. 1885 






eOi Q 

68 











&o6SS3 









i(S 
6s&-e*3jo. 8 14^ sS 

ioDc 381^818^ c3o6o" 




^81^818^ c3o6o"&lsS3o 55 c&?6j 




. 68 







c6oo5&>. 



l International Academi of America ^r*db 1936 cSonc6 
Doctor of Literaturefi&> 









68 






CO 
CO 





fc. 



(fl) 





cP23*ce> 








CO 

t rOO C& 

cd 

_ s . j O <= 

65 

















sSJe;S)fi&<!S 



CO 








( l\ 
111) 










60 






"^SoeS 












1 







2680-0 * 












^d!i)gosx)?6c 



c6s5o^c6?r j g'$^ ;fc&o 






(iv) 



A. 




^^ 




g'SlS 



e) 









sip 





5 























iicSSoo 

_DCJ 





































* 





8 





)&& 





ft \ 


















iArf J J 































55- 

e 
w 



















cor* 

1 38 35aSpBfc i-L&sSxp 8 








a 2g sjssa 1949:5 

as 











ra^oaw yo o 
















24 :5 





o 
o 

V3 



V2 
33 





This 
the! 
1887 

taste 
'writi 



a po< 
I 

Shak 

ribut 

im as 

I 

Besn 
the v 
centi 
anna 

are i 
their 
Telu< 

ratur 
writ* 

yet, 

both 

was 
effoi 

wou 



BRAHMAttlSHI 







T6LUGU poer. 

"A really great man has ideas always greater than himself" 
This te more true of Or. Umer Ali Shah, the immortal poet of 
the Telugu language, than anyone else. He was born in March 
1887 in Pittapuram, a town in the Andhra State of India. 

Though he had no proper education he developed a great 

taste for Telugu which was not his mother tongue, and began 

'writing verse when he wase a teenager. The genius of the boy 

r was at once recognrzed by Telugu scholars and his fame grew as 

a poet by the time hi was 18. 

He wrote plays in Telugu which can only find a parrallel in 
Shakespeare's. Many Hindu poets and scholars began to pay 
ributetothis Muslim poet of the Telugulanguage and regarded- 
im as a jtern-poet in the Carlylian senes of the word. 

His writings took a new shape in all branches of literature 
Besides poetry he wrote novels, plays and essays which excelled 
the writings of the renowhed Telugu scholars of the twentieth 
century, and so on his works found a permanent place in the 
annals of Telugu literature. 

Today he stands alone like a pole star guiding those who 
are interested in Telugu litereture, and he is acknwledged as 
their great master who brought a changeover literary forms in 

Telugu. 

t * 

He also made fresh departures in almost every form of lite- 
rature. His poetry has no parallelln Telugu, despite the great 
vvriters whose works no doubt come nearer to his standard, and 
yet, lack that charm and cadence, lucidity and masterly style 
both in narration and criticism. 

His vast knowledge of Sanskrit in which language also he 
was a scholor, contributed effectively towards his prodigious 
efforts in Telugu with his contribution Telugu leterature 
would be nowhere as rich as it is today. 



( * 
11 

What Shakespeare is to the English, what Dante is to the 
Italians, what Dr. iqbal is to Urdu speaking Muslims, Dr. Umer 
AM shah is to the Hindus of Andhra, 

His writings have no other parallel, as I stated before, in 
any other literature of the world, becase they are the creation 
of one man. He had to his credit such a vast bulk of written 
work in all literary forms that no one author in English or any 
other language could have produced. 

But alas ! It is confined to Andhara, and Andhra only, and 
its great merit lies hidden outside the state even in India, not to 
speak of foreign countries 

Yet his reputation, by a curious twist of fate, soared aloft 

In 1936 the International Academy of America confirmed 
upon him the degree to doctor of literature for his thesis in 
Telugu. For a man with no university education to obtain such 
a high degree from the new world is certainly a matter of pride 
to the individual as well as to the province in which he was born 

His was no ordinary intellent, thought he knew little English 
when compared to his ability in Telugu and Sauskrit. 

His works in Telugu are clear evidence of what he struggled 
for, lived for and died for He was out and out a nationalist 
purposed to reform the people around him culturally, socially 
economicily and politically, and accordingly he rendered 
youngman service to humanity at large during that little span 
of his meteoric rice. 

He did everything in his capacity. His School of thohght 
pervaded all his works and helped remove the dogmatic ideas 
and beliefs of the ignorant and the illiterate and led them to the 
supreme path of glory and virtue 



( V 
111) 

This won for him a saintly honour and he came to be rega- 
rded by all Hindus as a saint His writings spelled the qualities 
of a great seer. 

Though he was a Muslim, the magnanimity of the Hindus 
Could not deprive him of what he was in truth, not did they (the 
Hindus) leave him in the lunch, but nursed his genius tenderly 
till it gava them the best of the life they needed. And he did 
not disappoint them. 

Dr. Umer Ali Shah was also a social reformer in his own 
environs He had reformed the Hindus, customs and manners 
by dint of his profound knowlege of Sanskrit and the Hundu 
philosophy which he had mastered. 

He know more them any Hindu scholar of his day. He could 
recite slokas so fluently and so correctly intepret them in Telugu 
that the pundits were stunned at his mastery. 

All Hindus of Andhra admit that he had surpassed all in 
every branch of Telugu liteature and he came to be regarded as 
the only eminent poet in modern times in that language. 

His writings created a sensation throught Telugu speaking 
areas both within and outside Andhra State. Indian universites 
adopted his works in their curricular for degree classes and no 
library is without his books. 

His political caraer overlapped his literery one and he was 
so engrossed in both that it is very difficult to think of the one 
without the other. 

During the last decade of his life his Itterary fame was at its 
highest while his political activities continued till his daeth. 

He had to make mady trips every year from south to north 
to be presence in the Legislative Assembly at Delhi from the time 
when he was elected independently in 1935. From them on he 
used to repair to the hill-tops of Simla to invoke the muse and 
produce his master-pieces in Telugu literature, even in his poli- 
tical travails. 



(iv) 

- Apart from his literary acties, his political career 
also remarkable He was known as a good politician. M 
Gandhi accepted him as a man with sound political ideas when 
he was in congress upto 1835, 

He worked for the nation unhesitatingly during the k h i ' af at 
movement and was held in high esteem by all the national loaders 
of those times. His assemble speeches contained souncJ princi- 
ples of integrity and magnanimity and therefore saw the i^ress of 
his day. 

Besides, he worked for tha good of the country delivering 
lectures everywhere irrespective of religian, cast or creed with a 
view to promoting goodwill amongst the people for which he 
was adored by Muslims and Hindus alike. 

When he was preoccupied with political affairs and when his 
'iterary fame was at its zenith he was suddenly shaken t>y a 
tragic event His beloved wife Akbarbebi died Delhi In April 
1935 when he was attending the sessions. 

This shock are into his vitals and he breathed his last 
in January 1945 after a cerebral hemorrhage in a village of 
Narsapur 

His body was brought for burial ro Pittapuram where every 
year Congregational meetings are held for one week by his 2O,OOO 
disciples including eminent poets end scholars of Andhra state 
in honour of their great hero-poet and he lies forever enshrined 
in their hearts. 
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